Classical Greece
500 - 338 b.c.e.

I.  Persian Wars


A.  Darius



1.  Puts down Ionian Revolt in 499



2.  Defeated by Athenians at Marathon, 490



3.  Origin of the 26 mile marathon race


B.  Xerxes



1.  Invades Greece in 480 with 150,000 men



2.  Sparta and Greece ally against Persians



3.  Spartans make heroic stand at Thermopylae



4.  Athens sacked by Persians, but Greek navy




victorious at Salamis



5.  Greeks defeat Persian army at Platea in 479


C.  Delian League, 478-477 b.c.e.



1.  Athens leads Greeks in operations against




Persians (forces Greeks to fight)



2.  League becomes nucleus of Athenian Empire

II.  Pericles and Athenian Supremacy


A.  Pericles leader of Athens, 461-429 b.c.e.



1.  Males become members of the assembly




at age 18 (about 43,000 total)



2.  Pericles expands democracy to lower orders



3.  State officials receive salaries



4.  Use of "recall" and ostracism


B.  Athenian Imperial Ambitions



1.  Alarms other Greek city-states



2.  Anti-Athenian coalition created

III.  Peloponnesian War, 431-404


A.  Athens vs. Sparta



1.  Different social systems



2.  Thucydides chronicles the war


B.  Athens goes on defensive



1.  Hides behind its walls



2.  Fleet tries to blockade Sparta



3.  Plague epidemic strikes Athens



4.  Pericles victim of the plague in 429


C.  Athens finally defeated in 404

IV.  Greek Culture of Classical Age


A.  Historical Writing



1.  Herodotus and Thucydides



2.  Thucydides tries to be objective; no myths


3.  Moral lessons in history:  it repeats itself


B.  Drama



1.  Tragedies follow rigid format



2.  Chief Greek dramatists




a.  Aeschylus (525-456); Oresteia



b.  Sophocles (496-406) Oedipus



c.  Euripides (485-406) Medea



d.  Aristophanes (450-385) comedies





The Clouds; Lysistrada

C.  The Arts



1.  Temples:  Doric, Ionic and Corinthian



2.  Parthenon:  447-432 (Phideas)



3.  Sculpture:  ideal beauty in proportions


D.  Philosophy



1.  Sophists:  study man, not the gods; relativists



2.  Socrates (469-399) opposed Sophists; for 




improvement of individual; right living



3.  Plato (429-347):  believed in ideal forms; dis-




trusted democracy (Republic);  wanted phil-




osopher kings; community before individual



4.  Aristotle (384-322) Student of Plato at the




Academy.  Rejects Plato's idealism; favors




analysis and categorization to find the truth

V.  Greek Religion


A.  Twelve Chief Gods



1.  Gods live on Mount Olympus



2.  Zeus, CEO; Athena: wisdom; Apollo: sun and



poetry; Aphrodite: love; Poseidon: sea and 




earthquakes



3.  Host of local dieties


B.  Olympus and Delphi



1.  Religious festival leads to Olympic Games




(776 b.c.e.)



2.  Oracle at Delphi

VI.  Daily Life


A.  Male dominated society


B.  Athens Political



1.  43,000 full citizens out of 150,000 pop.



2.  100,000 slaves 


C.  Athens Economic



1.  Trading/commercial state



2.  Big importer of grain



3.  Home to many skilled craftsmen

