Early Greece
to 500 B.C.E.

I.  The Great Greek Epic:  Iliad of Homer


--  Written about 750 B.C.E.


--  Features Love, Suffering, Death, Pity


--  Central mythic story of Greek life

II.  Greek Geography


--  Mountainous


--  Poor Soil


--  No irrigation; irregular rainfall

III.  The Bronze Age Civilizations of Mediterranean


--  Cycladic


--  Minoan (Crete) 2,500 - 1375 B.C.E.


--  Myceaean (1600 to 1200 B.C.E.)

IV.  The Dark Ages (1200-800 B.C.E.)


--  400 years of no civilization


--  perhaps Doric invasions


--  Most likely result of self-destructive behavior


--  Corrupt elites are discredited


--  Dark Age ends with Iliad and Odyssey

--  Common Greeks recall heroic past

V.  Greek Culture Spreads


--  Dorians in Peloponnesus


--  Ionians in Attica, Aegean Islands


-- Aeolians in Asia Minor

VI.  Archaic Greece, 700-500 B.C.E.


A.  This period sets the agenda for Western History


-- Politics



-- Abstract thought



-- Individualism/freedom/democracy


B.  Ushered in by Big Population Increase



-- Leads to need to create new political structures



-- Leads to emigration of large numbers



-- Greeks become a seafaring people


C.  Ethnos and Polis


--  Ethnos is a large territorial unit



-- Polis is the city state




--  acropolis and agora



--  where democracy develops


D.  Greeks adopt a writing system



--  Adapt Phoenician system



--  Add vowels to write poetry


--  Make writing available to all


E.  Democracy



-- Traceable to use of citizen soldiers



--  Military service leads to challenge to elites

VII.  Characteristics of the Greeks


A.  Colonizers after 700 B.C.E.



--  Greeks first establish colonies in the East



--  Establish colonies in Italy and Sicily



--  Colonists usually single males




(who did they marry?)


B.  Tyrants



--  Seize power from aristocrats



--  Often popular with common people



--  Good "tyrants" followed by bad ones


C.  Homosexuality



--  Older men with younger male lovers



--  Women strictly subordinate


D.  Gods



--  Have many human characteristics



--  Olympia and Delphi main religious sites



--  Olympic Games begin in 776 B.C.E.



--  Delphi famous for its oracle



--  Gods accessible to all; need not go through




priests


E.  Myths



--  Greeks were defined by their common myths


--  Myths became essential to creating legitimacy




of rulers


F.  Philosophy



--  Rational thought begins



--  Ideas taken from Middle East and Egypt



--  Philosophers speculate about all things



--  Public tolerates free thought


G.  Greek Art



--  Revolutionize painting and sculpture



--  Statues are individualized; less stylized

VIII.  Corinth, Sparta and Athens


A.  Corinth



-- Trading city



--  Colonized Italy and Sicily



--  Transit point between Aegean and Adriatic



--  Ruled by tyrants



--  A naval power in Adriatic


B.  Sparta



--  Military city and culture



--  Ruled by homoioi over helots


--  Martial patriotism prevails



--  Live by war



--  Lycurgus "the Lawgiver" reforms Spartan




government; begins era of eumonia


--  Gerousia or gerontocracy becomes central




organ of government; men over 60 rule


--  Krypteia or secret police terrorized helots


--  Youth trained to be ruthless and patriotic



--  Spartan society dominated by a small, tough




minority -- male and female.



--  No notable art, literature or architecture; no




trade or commercial life


C.  Athens



--  Attica:  largest polis in Greek world



--  Aristocratic rule gives way to tyranny



--  621 b.c.e. Draco granted "Draconian" powers



--  630-560 b.c.e. Solon replaces Draco


      institutes major reforms of society:




--  ends debt bondage




--  creates free peasantry



--  Tyrants succeed Solon; rule as demagogues:




court popular support against aristocracy



--  Free public festivals and entertainment to 




please popular opinion



--  500 b.c.e. Hippias overthrown with help of 




Sparta -- last tyrant



--  Cleisthenes replaces tribal phratries with a




territorial based representation, thereby 




breaks hold of aristocrats

IX.  Arrival of the Persians


A.  Cyrus, 556-530 b.c.e.


--  Conquers Greek city states in Asia Minor



--  Greeks revolt in 499 b.c.e. and request




assistance from Greek mainland


B.  Darius, 522-486 b.c.e.



--  Puts down Greek revolt with great brutality



--  Prepares to attack Greek mainland


C.  Scene is set for epic conflict between Persians and



the Greeks:  Between "despotic" East and 



"democratic" West
