Forms of Colonial Government
There were essentially three forms of colonial government during the period from 1607 to 1776:  Charter colonies, proprietary colonies and royal colonies.  By 1776, all of the English colonies had been converted to Royal Colonies, except those of Pennsylvania and Maryland (which remained proprietary) and Connecticut and Rhode Island, which had created constitutional governments recognized by the British crown and therefore had no royal governors.  The other nine colonies -- Georgia, North and South Carolina, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire – were ruled by royal governors working with the elected colonial assemblies and an appointed council of advisors.  

Virginia, which started as a Charter Colony when it was under the control of the London Company, became a royal colony in 1624 when the Company went bankrupt and was liquidated.  Massachusetts came under direct royal control in 1691, seven years after its charter was revoked in 1684.  In the interim it was part of the Dominion of New England, James II’s short-lived attempt to create a consolidated government for the New England colonies, including New York and New Jersey.
The British king could veto acts of the colonial assemblies and the colonies were brought increasingly into the mercantile system starting in the 1660’s with the passage of a series of Navigation Acts.  The colonies’ trade was controlled by the Board of Trade and Plantations in London and their foreign policy was controlled by the Secretary of State for the Southern Department.  The British Treasury Department and the Admiralty also had responsibility for customs duties and maritime affairs.

Just before the Revolution, the British government created the American Board of Customs (1767-68) to try to increase the collection of customs duties and a separate American Department under a Secretary of State (1768) to coordinate government policy toward the (by now) recalcitrant colonies.
