Franklin and Hutchinson

Franklin’s Life

1706  Born in Boston, Massachusetts

1718   Printer’s Apprentice to Brother James

1723   Runs away to Philadelphia

1724-26  Goes to England; works as a Printer

1726  Returns to Philadelphia

1727  Forms the Junto  -- typical Enlightenment Group

1730  Becomes sole owner of Pennsylvania Gazette

1731  Founds first American Lending Library; begins 

           Poor Richard’s Almanac

1736  Founds Union Fire Company

1737  Appointed Postmaster of Philadelphia

1742-44  Invents Franklin stove; establishes American 


       Philosophical Society (still exists)

1747  Does electrical experiments; organizes Pennsylvania


  militia

1748
Retires from active business; elected to 

Philadelphia Common Council

1749       Elected Grand Master of Penn. Masons

1751       Publishes Experiments and Observations on 

               Electricity; Starts Pennsylvania Hospital; Elected

               To Pennsylvania State Assembly

1752       Founds first American fire insurance company

1753       Appointed Deputy Postmaster General

1756       Elected Postmaster General

1757       Goes to London as rep of Penn. State Assembly

1760       Obtains royal approval of taxation of proprietary

               property in Pennsylvania

1762      Returns to Pennsylvania

1764      Defeated in Assembly elections; returns to London

              as agent for colonial assembly

1765      Works for repeal of the Stamp Act

1767      Becomes agent for Georgia (paid in 1785)

1769      Becomes Agent for New Jersey

1770      Becomes agent for Massachusetts Assembly

1774      Hutchinson letters affair; Privy council attack; 

              Dismissed as Deputy Postmaster General;  

              Petitions for Western Land Grants; Agent for 

              Mass. Assembly

1775     Returns to America; Elected to Second Continental 

             Congress

1775-1787   Leader of Revolution and Constitutional 


            Convention

1790     Dies in Philadelphia at age 84
Hutchinson’s Life

1711     Born in Boston, Massachusetts

early years   Grew up in home of his father, Boston 

                     merchant Thomas Hutchinson

1723     Enters Harvard at the age of 12

1720’s and 30’s   In business:  shipping and real estate

1734   Marries daughter of rich merchants from Rhode

           Island, Margaret Sanford; businesses merge

1727    Elected to Massachusetts House of Representatives

1727 to 1749  Member of the House

1750 to 1766   Member of the Colonial Council

1754     Wife dies while giving birth to their 12th child

1754     Represented Massachusetts at Albany Congress

1758     Appointed Lieutenant Governor of Mass.

During 1750’s also serves as local judge

1760     Appointed Chief Justice of Massachusetts

             (remains Lt. Gov.)

1765    Mob ransacks his home (August 26) to protest

            Stamp Act

1766    Stamp Act Repealed; Massachusetts Council expels

            Hutchinson

1768    Hutchinson convinced Otis and Samuel Adams


    seeking independence of colonies from Britain

1769    Hutchinson becomes acting governor when Gov.

            Bernard flees to England

1770    Appointed Governor (paid 1,500 L. per year from 

            tea tax)

1771    Vetoes Bill outlawing importation of slaves

1772    Boston Town Meeting denounces Crown officials

1773    Letters to Whately made public by Franklin

1773    Nov/Dec Boston Tea Party controversy

1774    May, Gen. Gage relieves Hutchinson

1774    June, leaves for England and permanent exile

1780    Dies in England

