Hellenistic Age
323-30 b.c.e.

I.  From City-States to Macedonian Empire


A.  Greek city-states war with one another



1.  Supremacy of Athens challenged by Sparta



2.  Thebes becomes supreme



3.  Sparta defeated and destroyed, 371 b.c.e.


B.  Decline of Self-Government



1.  Tyranny replaces democracy in Athens



2.  Plato sees democracy as the culprit



3.  Seeks to create a society governed by




philosophers and "the truth"



4.  Aristotle preaches "golden mean" between




oligarchy and democracy

II.  Rise of Macedonia and Alexander the Great


A.  Philip of Macedon



1.  Takes advantage of Greek power vacuum



2.  Establishes a monarchy supported by wealthy




citizens



3.  Killed by assassin in 336 b.c.e.


B.  Alexander the Great



1.  Student of Aristotle



2.  19 years old when his father dies


3.  Begins his conquests by destroying the




Persian Empire



4.  Moves east to Indus River and then returns 




to Persepolis


C.  Better at Conquest than Rule



1.  Introduces Greek culture and rule everywhere




he goes



2.  Generals intermarry with local elites



3.  Alexander himself dies at age 32 in 323 b.c.e.


D.  Break-up of Empire



1.  His son and wife murdered in 317 b.c.e.



2.  Ptolemy rules Egypt



3.  Seleucid Kingdom from Asian Minor to




Afghanistan



4.  Antigonid Kingdom in Macedonia and Greece



5.  All three kingdoms last until conquered by 




Romans between 168 and 31 b.c.e.



6.  Greek and local cultures never successfully




merge

III.  The Hellenistic World


A.  Urban life is Greek



1.  Alexander founded 35 cities



2.  Alexandria most important:  library, scholars



3.  Greek colonizers populate the cities



4.  Cities under control of kings; not city-states


B.  Women in Public Life



1.  Greater legal rights, esp. in Egypt



2.  Cleopatra is last Hellenistic ruler in 30 b.c.e.

C.  Hellenistic Culture



1.  Literature




--  Meander (342-292) playwright; comedic





genius



2.  Art and Architecture




--  Great technical skill




--  Winged Victory and Venus di Milo




--  Buildings imposing 



3.  Philosophy




--  Cynics:  reduce possessions and pleasures





to a minimum




--  Stoics:  find your role in life and accept it




--  Epicureans:  private life and pleasure





above all else




--  All three are personal philosophies 





ignore civic (public) life


D.  Mathematics and Science



1.  Euclid and Apollonius in Geometry



2.  Archimedes in physics and astronomy



3.  Eratosthenes calculates circumference




of the earth;  accurate to within 200 miles

IV.  Conclusion


A.  Greek Cities do not merge with local societies


B.  Greeks remain foreigners and local people 



eventually revolt against Greek rule


C.  Compare to Romans, who create "Roman citizens"



throughout their empire and tie them to Rome

