Age of Expansion:  Manifest Destiny

And War with Mexico

· Optimism of National Growth runs up against the Pessimism of Sectional division over slavery

· Main themes of the 1830s to the 1850s were:

· Manifest Destiny

· Annexation of Texas

· War with Mexico

· Movement of Settlers to Oregon and California

· Building of Canals and Railroads

· Immigration from Ireland and Germany 

· The Growth of Popular Politics

What was “Manifest Destiny?”

-- A Sign of American Optimism:  Nothing Can Stop Us.

· America’s Eyes turn West:  From Being a Country tied to the Sea, it turns its back on the sea and heads West (Should note that from 1815 to 1860, the American merchant fleet was dominant in the Atlantic carrying trade; the era of the China Clippers)

· The West was where opportunity beckoned; the “frontier” was romantic, you could “strike it rich” either through land speculation or by discovering gold.

· It became the policy of both major political parties to push Westward Expansion; Whigs and Democrats were both expansionist, unlike the earlier Federalists.

--  A Literary Movement
                             -- The Works of James Fennimore Cooper romanticized life on the

                                    frontier  

                              -- The Legend of Davy Crocket at the Alamo



       --  Walt Whitman and American exuberance

The Creation of Texas, the Lone Star Republic

                    -- Most of the America immigrants to what became Texas came from the 

                           Southern States;  they believed in the plantation system and slavery

                    --  Sam Houston, who led the Texans to Victory over Santa Anna in 1836,

                           was a former governor of Tennessee.  He was born in 
                           Virginia and left Tennessee for Arkansas and then for Texas.  Typical
                           western movement

· In 1836, Andrew Jackson and Congress recognized that the admission of Texas as a Slave State would upset the balance between Slave and Free states and, for that reason, did not push for admission of Texas to the Union after it broke away from Mexico.

War with Mexico

· For Ten years the Texas Republic existed alongside the United States, from 1836 to 1845.

· Texas was annexed to the United States in 1845, a few days before Polk assumed office as President.

· Polk sent troops into the disputed area between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers in January 1846, thus setting off the conflict with Mexico

· (see Map on page 269)

· As a result of the war, U.S. acquires all or part of the area of the present states of California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming and Colorado, as well as the disputed area between the Nueces and Rio Grande (see map on page 257)

· This was the first war in which the U.S. was the aggressor and it was highly unpopular in New England and some other northern states.

· (Cite Polk’s War Message to Congress and the Resolution against the War passed by the Massachusetts Legislature

· Polk wanted California and its ports, and after Mexico refused to sell them to the U.S., the U.S. provoked war with Mexico.

· War made a hero out of Zachary Taylor, who went on to election as President – continuing tradition of victorious generals as future presidents:  Washington, Jackson, Harrison, Taylor, Grant and Eisenhower

Movement of Settlers to the West
· Problem was conflicting claims to the Oregon Territory

· American settlers in Willamette Valley in early 1840s demand annexation to the U.S.

· Resolved in Treaty of 1846
· Major Movement to the West along the trails shown on page 260
· Santa Fe Trail:  Trade with Mexicans at Santa Fe began in 1821 and from 1822 to 1843 abut 80 wagons and 150 people used the 780 mile long trail from Independence, Missouri each year; in the 1850s and 1860s travel increased greatly, and by the late 1860s there were 5,000 wagons per year passing over the trail.

· Oregon Trail:  2,000 miles long; also started at Independence, Missouri.  Even today the ruts made by the wagons are visible from the air in certain places.  Trip took six months.  First settlers left in 1841 and in 1843, a “Great Migration” brought enough settlers that they petitioned Congress for territorial status, which was granted in 1848.

· The Gold Rush:  Gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California in 1848.  Between 1848 and 1849, the population of California increased from 15,000 to 100,000 as the “49er’s” joined the Gold Rush.  In 1850 California was admitted to the Union as the 31st State.

· Many settlers went by sea around Cape Horn to San Francisco, others took the dangerous overland route across the Nevada deserts and the Sierra Nevada mountains.

· The Mormons:  Sect known as Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints began in rural New York, moved to Ohio and then Missouri and finally to Nauvoo, Illinois.  

· Their leader Joseph Smith believed and practiced polygamy, which scandalized the local people in these small Midwestern towns.  In 1844, he was  lynched by a mob in Illinois.

· Leadership passed to the brilliant Brigham Young, who sent an expedition to the West to find a new home for the sect.

· In 1847, they moved to the area near the Great Salt Lake in present-day Utah and established a cooperative commonwealth, in which many decisions were made by the community and much of the property was held in common, a sort of religious communism.

· Reminiscent of the early Pilgrims and Puritans, who sought a new Zion where they could practice their religion in peace.

Building Canals and Railroads

· The Erie Canal was the first and greatest canal building success.

· Local boosters in Ohio and along the Potomac River in Maryland borrowed money and built canals; went into debt

· States also borrowed money to build canals and turnpikes

· Starting in the 1830s, railroads were constructed; by the 1840s railroad construction exploded, reaching a total of 9,000 miles of track by 1850

· Railroad construction was most intense in the North and East, less so in the South 
· Many railroads were subsidized by states and localities, but they were almost all privately owned; pioneering the system of investor financing

Other Inventions

· Most important inventions were the telegraph, the cotton gin, the mechanical reaper and the steel plow.

· Textile industry starts to appear in New England, replacing agriculture as the major source of income there.

Immigration and Population Growth

· Between 1820 and 1840, 700,000 immigrants came to the United States; between 1840 and 1860, 4.2 million immigrants arrived.

· As noted in text, this was the largest proportion of immigrants to native born in the country’s history, before or since.

· Most of the immigrants came in search of economic opportunity.  They fled the potato famine in Ireland and hard times in Germany.

· The Irish concentrated in the large eastern cities of the North; the Germans spread out, some becoming farmers, others settling in cities where they ran businesses and worked as skilled craftsmen.

· Many, if not most, of the new immigrants were Catholics; they were widely discriminated against by the dominant Protestant society.

· See "The Irish in Boston, 1845-1865" in textbook, pp. 279-281.

The Growth of Popular Politics

· Starting with the election of 1828, mass participation in political campaigns grew to be the norm.

· Political parties provided jobs and services for their faithful supporters.

· The parties began to use the techniques familiar in present day political campaigns:  mud-slinging and simple slogans, like “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too,” or “54, 40 or Fight.”  

· A new type of politician who appeals to the prejudices and emotions of the common man emerges; old-style politics of a small elite disappears.

