Roman Empire
I.  Augustan Age


A.  Era of Peace



1.  Beginning of imperial rule



2.  Senate calls Octavian "Augustus"


3.  He prefers princeps:  first among equals


B.  Senate and Princeps Rule



1.  Senate issues decrees for laws



2.  Augustus retains control of the army




a.  About 150,000 men




b.  Praetorian Guard of 9,000 men



3.  Augustus halts territorial expansion


C.  Social Stratification



1.  Senators are millionaires



2.  Equestrians worth at least 400,000



3.  The rest are lower classes



4.  Augustus tries to reform upper class morals

II.  Early Empire (14-180)


A.  Augustus's Successors



1.  Tiberius, Augustus's stepson



2.  Nero, last heir of Augustus (a disaster)


B.  Five "Good Emperors"



1.  Hadrian extends Empires boundaries



2.  Non-Italians dominate senate



3.  212, Caracalla grants Roman citizenship to all


C.  Roman Literature



1.  Virgil (70 B.C. - 19 A.D.):  wrote Aeneid


2.  Horace (65 B.C. - 8 A.D.): poet of the good




life and observer of human weaknesses



3.  Ovid (43 B.C. - 18 A.D.) Love poems and 




satires; sent into exile by Augustus



4.  Livy (59 B.C. - 17 A.D.):  writes History of




Rome; human character determines history



5.  Senca (4 B.C. - 65 A.D.):  Stoic; Accept all 




things as part of the divine plan



6.  Tacitus (56 -120 A.D.) Silver age's greatest




historian:  Germania describes the Germans

D.  Roman Law



1.  All born equal (at least in theory)



2.  Accused is innocent until proven guilty



3.  Right to defense and impartial judge


E.  Roman Upper Class Families



1.  Paterfamilias loses much of his power



2.  Women become more influential


F.  The City of Rome



1.  Nearly one million people during Augustan 




Age 



2.  Very cosmopolitan



3.  (Look at Caesar's Law on Municipalities)



4.  Elaborate public amenities



5.  A welfare state




a.  Some 200,000 people receive free grain




b.  100 days of festivals per year




c.  Gladiatorial shows




d.  Bread and Circuses

III.  Coming of Christianity


A.  Roman Traditional Religion


B.  Eastern "Mystery" Religions



1.  Mithraism



2.  Zoroastrian sun worship (note similarities to




Christianity)


C.  Judaism



1.  Between 63 B.C. and 6 A.D. Romes takes




control of Judaea



2.  66 A.D. Romans crush Jewish revolt and 




destroy Temple in Jerusalem


D.  Jesus of Nazareth (6 B.C. - 29 A.D.)



1.  Preaches brotherly love and humility



2.  Jews (and Romans) reject his message



3.  Authorities view him as a threat; Pontius




Pilate orders his execution



4.  After death, followers declare his resurrection




and predict his return as the Messiah


E.  Paul of Tarsus (5-67 A.D.)



1.  Declares Christianity open to all -- not just 




Jews



2.  Preaches that Christ was savior and son of 




God



3.  Writes Epistles and other disciples write life



of Christ; New Testament of Bible started


F.  Christianity Spreads



1.  Moves west after destruction of Jerusalem in 




70 A.D.



2.  New Testament translated into Latin about 




200 A.D.



3.  Roman authorities increase persecution 



4.  Christians refuse to worship Roman gods



5.  Into 200's still a small minority

IV.  Decline and Fall of Roman Empire


A.  Septimus Severus (193 -211)



1.  "Pay the soldiers and ignore everyone else."


2.  Severan dynasty (193-235) does just that


B.  Military Anarchy (235-284)



1.  Civil War (20 of 22 emperors die violent 




deaths)



2.  Barbarian invasions; Persian incursion



3.  Aurelian restores borders and builds wall




around Rome (270-275)



4.  From 250 on, Germans hired as Roman 




soldiers


C.  Diocletian (284-305) and Constantine (306-337)



1.  Restore order in the Empire



2.  Constantine Adopts Christianity



3.  Builds new capital, Constantinople



4.  Beginning of "inherited trades"


5.  Late Empire shades into feudal era


D.  Growth of Christianity



1.  Christian Church organized with bishops and




clergy



2.  People flock to church; satisfies longing for 




meaning and sense of belonging



3.  Democratic:  salvation open to all



4.  313, Constantine issues Edict of Milan 




declaring toleration of Christianity 



5.  Theodosius declares Christianity official 




religion of Roman Empire (394)

E.  Barbarian Invasions



1.  410, Alaric and Visigoths sack Rome



2.  455, Vandals attack Rome



3.  476, Western emperor deposed; German




kingdoms replace empire

