Syllabus
Western Civilization

History 100

Fall 2003

Prof. Michael G. Anderson

Textbook:  Spielvogel, Western Civilization:  A Brief History (Comprehensive Volume)

Additional Books:  The Western Civilization Reader, Second Edition



        Polanyi, The Great Transformation
Videotapes:  Lectures by GMU Professors (13 Lectures on 7 Tapes)
Tues., Aug. 26

Ancient Near East






Videotape Lecture 1:  the Ancient World






Textbook, Chap. 1 and 2

Tues., Sept. 2


Greek and Hellenistic World






 Videotape Lecture 2:  Ancient Greece and Rome






 Textbook:  Chaps. 3 and 4






  Readings:  Herodotus/Thucydides, pp. 21- 26 
        

Tues., Sept. 9


Roman Republic and Empire





 Textbook:  Chaps. 5 and 6





 Readings:  To be Announced


  
 
Tues., Sept. 16

Byzantine Empire, Early - Central Middle Ages





Videotape Lecture 3:  Late Antiquity, Byzantine 







       Empire and Early Islam






Textbook:  Chaps. 7, 8 and 9






Readings:  "Byzantium and the Islamic World,"







        pp. 57-64






Tues., Sept. 23

Late Middle Ages






Videotape Lecture 4:  The Middle Ages






Textbook:  Chaps. 10 and 11






Readings:  "The Lais of Marie de France," 88-92


Tues., Sept. 30

Renaissance and Reformation






Videotape Lectures 5 and 6






Textbook:  Chaps.  12 and 13






Readings: 1."Letter to Ubertinus of Padua," 108-9






     2. "De Regno Christi (1550)," 130-135






     3. "Politics Drawn from the Very Word







          of Holy Scripture," 136-144

 Tues., Oct 7


MID-TERM EXAMINATION

October 14   

   
NO CLASS - COLUMBUS DAY RECESS

Tues., Oct. 21


Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment, French 






Revolution






Videotape Lecture 7





 Textbook:  Chaps. 14, 15 and 16






 Polanyi, xviii to xxxviii and pp. 45-80

Tues., Oct. 28


The 18th Century






Textbook:  Chaps. 17 and 18






Polanyi, pp. 116-135





Tues., Nov. 4


Revolution and Industrialization






Videotape Lecture 8:  Industrialization 





Textbook:  Chaps. 19 and 20






Polanyi, pp. 171-186


 Tues., Nov. 11

Reaction, Romanticism and Nationalism





Textbook:  Chaps. 21 and 22






Polanyi, pp. 187-200
Tues., Nov. 18

Progress and Anxiety






Videotape Lectures 9 and 10






Textbook:  Chaps. 23 and 24






Readings:  pp. 214-215; pp. 230-231
 Tues., Nov. 25

War and Dictatorship






Videotape Lectures 11 and 12






Textbook:  Chaps. 25 and 26






Readings:  pp. 273-278

Tues., Dec. 2


World War II and the Post-War World






Videotape Lecture 13






Textbook:  Chaps. 27, 28 and 29
Tues., Dec. 9


FINAL EXAMINATION
Course Description and Objectives

Most of your course work will be done outside of class, either watching the videotapes (and taking notes), or doing the assigned reading.  Our weekly class meetings will be devoted to discussion of the relevant material and testing to see if you indeed understand what the lecturers and the authors are trying to tell you.  Knowledge of the history of Western Civilization is considered to be an essential attribute of an educated person.  That is why you are taking this course.  If you fail to learn the material, you will not just fail the course, you will also suffer the stigma of being considered uneducated.  

Tests

We will have a ten-question short-answer and multiple choice quiz at the end of each discussion session.  These quizzes will test your knowledge of the material.  I will occasionally vary the format by substituting a short (one page) essay response question for the multiple choice quiz.  I will give you about 15 minutes to write the essay.  All graded work will be done in class.  I will not assign any research papers or written homework.  There will be a mid-term and a final examination.  These exams will include multiple choice, short answer and essay questions.  The first quiz will be given on September 2 and will cover the Ancient Near East and the Greek and Hellenistic Worlds.
Grading 

Your grade will be determined on the following basis

Quizzes (12 @ 20 points each)
240

Mid-Term Exam


100
Final Exam



160

Total




500

450-500 points = A

400-449 points = B

350-399 points = C

300-349 points = D

0-299     points = F

Classroom Etiquette

You may drink, but please, do not eat in class.  I am especially bothered by crinkling plastic snack bags.  You should not sleep in class.  If you fall asleep during class (defined as placing your head on your writing desk), I will wake you up and escort you from the room.  You will not be allowed to take the quiz or write the essay assignment for that day.  

Attendance, Make-Up Exams

You are expected to attend all lectures.  I will not take attendance, but since there is a quiz or essay at the end of every class session, this will not be necessary.  You cannot make-up missed quizzes or class essays.  If you miss the Mid-Term or Final due to a documented medical problem or family emergency, I will try to arrange a make-up exam for you.  I do not guarantee that this will be possible, however.  

Contact Information

Prof. Michael G. Anderson     

e-mail:  mganderson43@hotmail.com

phone:  703-820-5665

Office Hours:  By appointment 
