Problems in Paradise

· 1684 – Massachusetts Bay Company’s Charter Annulled – Dominion of New England created.

· Ended Massachusetts and Puritan self-government.  Boston no longer a separate “City on a Hill.”

· James II created the Dominion of New England (colonies of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Plymouth, New York, New Jersey and New Hampshire).  Places Royal Governor Sir Edmund Andros in Charge.

· Andros is a military man of tyrannical tendencies

· Abolishes elected assemblies

· Glorious Revolution of 1688 overthrows James II and replaces him with Protestants William and Mary

· 1691 - Crown grants new charter to Massachusetts, but retains position of royal governor appointed by the King (instead of one elected by the colonial assembly, as before 1684)

· Right to vote now based on property ownership, not church membership

· Town government returns to practices of earlier Puritan times

Salem Witchcraft Trials

· Belief in existence of witches widespread in New England at this time

· Social disorder following overthrow of Andros agitated local people

· Some adolescent girls in Salem claimed to be victims of witchcraft; accused some local women – no evidence.

· Strange events continue.  June 1692, a special court convened.  Condemns 19 people to death by hanging; another crushed to death.

· Minister Increase Mather starts movement to end the trials:  “It were better that ten suspected witches should escape, than that one innocent person should be condemned.”

· After Salem witchhunt hysteria, “witchcraft” ceased to be a capital offense in 

Massachusetts.

From New Amsterdam to New York

· 1609 – Henry Hudson establishes Dutch claim to area along Hudson River

· 1624 – First permanent Dutch settlement along the river

· Dutch West India Company sponsors settlements at New Orange (Albany) and New Amsterdam (New York City)

· First settlers came as employees of the Company to gather furs for export

· Colony attracts great ethnic mix:  18 different languages spoken in New Amsterdam by 1644; significant number of free blacks living in the town.

· Poor leadership from Holland made colony weak and easy pickings for British

· In 1664, small British fleet forces Dutch to surrender; colony becomes property of Charles II’s brother, the Duke of York, future James II

· Duke of York does not believe in representative government; many Dutch remain in New York (as it is now named); patroons (big land owners along the Hudson) also remain.

