The Roman Republic

500 - 30 b.c.e.

I.  Founding


--  Early Romans


--  Romulus and Remus Myth


--  Aeneid legend

II. Roman Conquest of Italy


--  Greek areas


--  Etruscans

III.  Punic War (with Carthage)


--  First War:  264-241 b.c.e.



Rome ejects Carthage from Sicily


--  Second War:  218-201 b.c.e.



- Hannibal and war in Spain



- Hannibal crosses the Alps



- Hannibal ravages Italy



- Rome counterattacks; push Carthage out of 




Spain by 206 b.c.e.



- Scipio Africanus carries war to Carthage 204 bc



- Hannibal defeated at Battle of Zama, 202 b.c.e.


--  Third Punic War:  149-146 b.c.e.



-- Rome destroys Carthage, 146 b.c.e.

IV.  Roman Republic at its Height


A. Liberation of Greeks from Macedonian Rule



--  Greek influence grows



--  Greek tutors in Rome



--  Greek art



--  Greek religion



- Everything depends on the gods




- Ritual stressed




- Religious festivals degenerate into





gladiatorial combat


B.  Roman Aristocrats back Imperial Expansion



--  Empire grows 



--  Wealth and power lead to corruption


C.  Slavery



--  Essential to Roman way of life



--  Usually prisoners of war; inherited condition




--  Slave revolts in Sicily and that of Spartacus




in 73 b.c.e.


D.  Family Life



--  Paterfamilias



--  family is "a state within the state"



--  women had few rights


E.  Roman Law



--  Dates from Twelve Tables of 450 b.c.e.\



--  Law of nations and law of nature



--  Supposedly based on reason


F.  Literature and Art



--  Cicero:  lawyer and orator:  believes in active




life aimed at improving mankind; practical



--  Excelled in Architecture (practical art); used




arches, domes and large amounts of concrete



--  Feature massive structures and public works

V.  Decline and Fall of Roman Republic:  133-31 b.c.e.


A.  Senate



--  Governs Rome



--  300 members (all men)



--  Aristocrats; all serve for life



--  Oligarchy dominates magistracies


B.  Army enters Politics



--  Soldiers mainly farmers



--  Served for six years



--  Agriculture concentrated in latifundia



--  Displaced farmers move to city



--  Tiberius tries to reform land ownership; 




assassinated


C.  Marius and Sulla



--  Marius becomes military power after defeating



Celts in 104 b.c.e.



--  Creates professional army; has no loyalty to 




the Senate; his private army



--  Soldiers were to be rewarded with land



--  Sulla uses army to defeat Marius and returns 




power to the Senate; first use of force to 




change government (82 b.c.e.)


D.  First Triumvirate:  Crassus, Pompey and Caesar



--  Crassus killed in battle, 53 b.c.e.



--  Caesar crosses Rubicon (49 b.c.e.); defeats




Pompey (47 b.c.e.)



--  Becomes "dictator for life" in 44 b.c.e.



--  Packs Senate with his supporters



--  Introduces calendar of 365 days



--  Assassinated by group of Senators on "the Ides 




of March" 44 b.c.e.

E.  Octavian vs. Antony



1.  Octavian:  grandnephew and heir of Caesar



2.  Antony allies with Egyptian queen Cleopatra



3.  Octavian victorious at Actium, 31 b.c.e.



4.  Antony and Cleopatra commit suicide



5.  Octavian starts conversion of Republic into




an Empire at age 32 (with full backing of the




Senate)

