The Russian Revolution
and

Civil War, 1917 to 1921

I.  Russia, 1905 to 1917

A.  1905 Revolution



1.  Parliamentary government (The Duma) 




established , 1906-1916



2.  Impressive Industrial growth 


3.  Stolypin Reforms end in 1911 with his




assassination; peasants gain title to land


B.  Russia stumbles into World War I



1.  Incompetent Tsar Nicholas II insists on 



personal command of army



2.  Military disasters weaken his rule 

C.   Corruption undermines regime



1.  Czarina and Rasputin



2.  Social injustices worsen


D.  War weariness becomes acute; defeatism grows


E.  Rasputin assassinated, December 1916

II.  March Revolution, 1917


A.  Women and soldiers revolt



1.  March 8:  Bread riots in Petrograd


2.  Troops desert and join the revolt



3.  Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies 




formed in Petrograd


B.  Republic Established


1.  Duma tries to take control of situation



2.  March 15, Tsar forced to abdicate


3.  Provisional government established by Duma




declares Republic on March 17

III.  Provisional Government, March to November 1917


A.  Kerensky (moderate socialist) elected PM by 



Duma



1.  Government decides to continue the War



2.  Disastrous defeat in Galicia



3.  Growing unrest led by Bolsheviks



4.  Kerensky government calls for Constituent




Assembly to draw up new Constitution



5.  Elections to Assembly proceed


B.  Lenin smuggled into the Country by Germans 




(April 1917)


1.  Living in exile in Switzerland



2.  Supported by Soviets but not by Provisional




Government



3.  Lenin calls for "All power to the Soviets"
IV.  November Revolution


A.  Lenin sees Russian Revolution as start of World



Socialist (Communist) Revolution




1.  Lenin imbued with Marxist theory; 





creates a fanatical party of 





revolutionaries:  the Bolsheviks



2.  Professional revolutionaries who





had been preparing for 20 years



3.  Opposed Social Revolutionaries, who 





saw peasants as a revolutionary class




4.  Lenin lives in exile for 17 years before 





returning for Revolution




5.  Lenin:  a single-minded fanatic; compare





to Hitler


B.  Socialism in a Rural Country




1.  Over 4/5's of Russian people are peasants




2.  Bolsheviks based on industrial 





workers and soldiers



3.  No social mobility in Russia:  peasants





and workers almost like slaves




4.  Lenin Proclaims:  "Bread, Peace, Land"




5.  Russian already has largely state-owned





industrial sector




6.  Lenin believes WW I caused by 





"imperialism", the "last stage of 





capitalism"

V.  Bolsheviks Take Power


A.  Use armed workers and soldiers in Petrograd



1.  Naval unit threatens PM's palace with 




bombardment; Kerensky flees



2.  Constituent Assembly, with majority of 




Kerensky supporters, surrounded and 




dispersed in January 1918


B.  Bolsheviks establish revolutionary government



1.  Lenin heads "council of people's commissars"



2.  Trotsky: "commissar of foreign affairs"



3.  Stalin:  "commissar for nationalities"
VI.  Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, February 1918


A.  Bolsheviks Want Peace at Any Price


1.  Western Ukraine, Finland, Poland, Baltic 



Republics lost


2.  Germany sets up sympathetic Regimes

B.  Germans free to shift army to the West


C.  Lenin free to concentrate on internal enemies



1.  Believes revolutions in Europe will bring




lost areas back into Russian control



2.  Russians too tired to continue; no choice

VII.  Civil War Breaks Out

A.  Bolsheviks Organize against "Counterrevolution"



1.  Establish political police:  Cheka, OGPU, 




NKVD -- all predecessors of the KGB



2.  Establish Red Army with Leon Trotsky as




commander in chief


B.  "White " Opposition Disorganized



1.  Army Officers, gentry, social revolutionaries



2.  Czech Legion and Allied troops


C.  Allies Try to Bring Russia Back into the War



1.  Bolshevism viewed as short-term aberration


2.  Intervention forces sent to Vladivostok, 




Murmansk and Archangel



3.  Intervention continues even after end of 




WW I (U.S. withdraws from Archangel in




late 1919; Japan from Vladivostok at end




of 1922.



4.  By 1922, Reds have recaptured all lost areas, 




except those in the West (Poles threw back 




Red attack in 1920 and hold large areas of 




formerly Tsarist Russia)


D.  The "Red Terror"



1.  All opponents were to be physically 




eliminated



2.  Practice of "purging" those who challenge




the party line begins



3.  Lenin enthusiastically supports terrorism; 




Stalin becomes his true heir

VIII.  Was Bolshevik Victory Inevitable?



A.  Ruthless leadership:  Lenin, Stalin, Mussolini




Hitler



B.  Social disorganization:  War and Depression



C.  Weakness of Democratic Forces in Russia 




and Europe

