What was Revolutionary about
The American Revolution?

I.  Was it just about taxation?


A.  No.  It was a social revolution – against the 

aristocracy and privilege of all sorts


B.  Positively, it was affirmation that the common 



Man could govern his own affairs

II.  The Revolution created a nation for the ordinary person


A.  “It [the Revolution] made the interests and 

Prosperity of ordinary people – their pursuits of 

happiness – the goal of society and government.”


B.  People should rise in society based on their 

individual merits and efforts, not based on their

    
family connections

III.  What is to prevent anarchy; every man for himself?

A.  Founders believed man to be essentially moral


B.  Individuals want and need to live in society


C.  As a result, pursuit of individual interests is 


Tempered by desire to preserve social order

IV.  1780’s:  Foreshadowing of America’s future


A.  Pursuit of wealth leads to huge indebtedness


B.  Revolutionary elite appalled by democratic forces

V.  Democracy most apparent at the local level


A.  State legislatures dominated by lower classes

B.  “Special interests” gain influence in politics

VI.  Federalists and Republicans begin to appear


A.  Federalists:  Defenders of elite and status quo


B.  Republicans:  Champions of the common people 

and monetary expansion (paper money)

C.  In debate on ratification of Constitution, the two 

parties come into open conflict

VII.  The Federal Government:  Above Parties

A.  Madison and Hamilton wanted a neutral 

Government based on virtuous republicanism

B.  Is their a “public interest” separate from competing



“private interests”?


C.  Perhaps only during Revolutions and Wars

