World War I
I.  A Great Catastrophe


A.  Nine Million Dead


B.  Four Empires Destroyed



-- Russian



-- Ottoman



-- Austrian



-- German


C.  Communism in Russia


D.  European Pessimism -- "The Decline of the West"

2.  War's Origins


A.  Militarism and Nationalism


B.  No one foresaw the horror  -- the Schlieffen Plan


C.  Unraveling of the Bismarckian System



1.  Russia and Germany become enemies



2.  Germany alienates Britain




--  Kruger Telegram




--  Naval Building program



3.  Britain-France sign "Entente Cordiale" (1904)



4.  Britain-Russian Accord of 1907


D.  Triple Entente faces the Triple Alliance


E.  Colonial Rivalries



1.  Morocco -- 1905 and 1911



2.  Italians in Tripoli and Aegean


F.  The "Eastern Question" and Balkan Wars



1.  Russia and Austria seek breakup of Ottoman\




Empire

 

2.  Germany seeks to preserve Turkey as




bulwark against the Slavs



3.  Russia becomes protector of Serbia



4.  "Young Turks" rebel against Sultan



5.  Balkan League defeats Ottoman (1912)



6.  Serbian nationalism builds

II.  The Outbreak of the War (June 28 to Aug. 4, 1914)


A.  Assassination of Archduke and wife (June 28)



1.  Murderer a Serbian nationalist


2.  Leads to Austrian ultimatum of July 23


B.  The chain reaction leading to general war


1.  Austria declares war on Serbia, July 28



2.  Russia mobilizes against Austria


3.  Germany declares war on Russia, Aug. 1



4.  Germany declares war on France, Aug. 3



5.  Britain declares war on Germany, Aug. 4



6.  Austria declares war on Russia, Aug. 5

III.  War in the West


A.  Plans call for a short war



1.  Franco-Prussian War had been brief



2.  Schlieffen Plan assumed quick victory over 




France


B.  Stalemate in the West:  Defense checks Offense



1.  French stop Germans at Battle of the Marne




(Sept. 1914)



2.  French counteroffensive fails



3.  Western Front settles down to trench warfare


C.  New Weapons cause extreme casualties



1.  The machine gun



2.  High explosives and new artillery



3.  Poison gas



4.  Submarines



5.  Airplanes



6.  Tanks


D.  1916, Carnage Reaches its Peak



1.  Verdun:  10 months of battle, 400,000 dead


2.  Somme:  July 1, 1916 -- 20,000 British dead 



in one day;  German casualties:  600,000 for




July 1916; British 419,654; French:  194,451

IV.    The Eastern Front


A.  Initial Russian Success



1.  German power concentrated in West



2.  Austrian army weak


B.  Germans turn East in 1915



1.  Take Russian Poland



2.  Russian morale breaks down



3.  Italy defects to the West


C.  Italian front



1.  Disaster at Caporetto, Oct. 1917



2.  Stalemate


D.  Balkans, Middle East and Elsewhere



1.  Serbs fight hard:  34 per cent death rate



2.  Turks repel invasion at Gallipoli, March 1915



3.  Armenian massacres



4.  British fight Turks in the Middle East



5.  Japan takes German colonies in Far East

V.  Sea and Air War


A.  Sea War


1.  Battleships prove valueless


2.  German submarine warfare 

B.  Airplanes


1.  Mainly for observation



2.  First "air raid" on London

VI.  Home Front(s)


A.  Civilian Population Mobilized



1.  The War of Production



2.  War Bonds



3.  Propaganda



4.  Restrictions on Civil Liberties


B.  Civilian Hardships



1.  Food shortages in Germany and the East



2.  Civilian casualties, mainly in the East



3.  Serious morale problems

VII.  1917:  Russia Out, U.S. In


A.  Russian Revolution(s)



1.  February Revolution



2.  October (Bolshevik) Revolution



3.  March 1918, Russia leaves the war


B.  April 1917, U.S. Enters the War



1.  Wilson had sought to stay neutral



2.  German submarine warfare forces his hand



3.  Zimmerman Telegram



4.  U.S. military not ready for war



5.  Intolerance and Xenophobia

VIII.  War Ends; Versailles Peace Conference


A.  Central Powers Collapse



1.  Austrian Emperor Dies; National minorities




revolt



2.  Ottoman Empire continues to fall apart



3.  Rumania surrenders, May 1917



4.  Ludendorff Offense (Spring 1917) fails



5.  Kaiser abdicates; Social Democrats come in


B.  Versailles Peace Conference, 1919



1.  Wilson's idealism; European's realism



2.  Fourteen Points:  "Peace w/out Victory"



3.  France/Britain want revenge/reparations


4.  Nationalism and self-determination in Eastern




Europe



5.  German nationalists plan their revenge


C.  U.S. Withdraws



1.  Senate refuses to ratify peace treaty; rejects




League of Nations and alliance with Britain



and France



2.  1920 election:  U.S. rejects Wilson's idealism

IX.  Reshaping Europe, 1919-1920


A.  End of Four Empires



1.  Treaty of Saint-Germaine - breaks up Austria



2.  Treaty of Trianon - breaks up Hungary



3.  Treaty of Neuilly - Bulgaria/Greece



4.  Treaty of Sevres - Breaks up Ottoman Empire


B.  Turkish Revolution



1.  Mustafa Kemal leads Turkish national revival



2.  Sultan overthrown and Republic declared


C.  League of Nations Mandate System



1.  Britain gets the Middle East



2.  Japan takes over German possessions in Far 




East


D.  Nationalism spreads throughout colonial world



1.  India and Vietnam in Asia



2.  The Middle East and North Africa

