Final Exam Study Questions
History 120

Spring 2006 

Part I

Following are the first 20 study questions for the final exam.  I will give you 20 more over the weekend to make a total of 40.  I will base the multiple choice questions and answers in the exam on these 40 general questions.  In addition, the final will have three essay question choices.  You will need to answer two of these questions.  Each one will be worth 30 points.  Thus, the point total will be 80 for the multiple choice and 60 for the two essays, for 140 points altogether.

1.  What was the 14th Amendment about?  Why was it so important in later American history?  (Look at both the textbook and at Foner for help in answering this)

2.  Why was President Andrew Johnson impeached?  What were the issues behind this action by Congress?  What was the outcome of the Senate trial of Johnson?

3.  What was the Ku Klux Klan?  How was it combated by the Grant Administration?

4.  What was the Compromise of 1877?  Why was it so significant in the history of the Reconstruction Era?

5.  Describe the major developments in the conflict between the U.S. and the Western Indians.  How did the conflict end?  What was the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887?  (see pp. 476-480).

6.  What were the major developments in the conflict between business and labor in the years from 1870 to 1895?  (see pp. 493-498)

7.  How did the discontent among farmers lead to the Farmer's Alliance and the formation of the People's Party?  What were the major demands of the farmers?  What was the role of William Jennings Bryan in the Populist revolt of the 1890s?

8.  What were the major steps in the development of American business and industry between 1890 and 1920?  How did new technology, corporate consolidation, mass production and scientific management change the world for workers and consumers in these years?

9.  What was the role of the "New Woman" in the social and cultural changes of the early 1900s?  What evidence can you cite that the Victorian era, in which women were expected to confine themselves to being wives and mothers, was coming to an end in America?
10.  What was Progressivism?  Be prepared to identify some of its leading characteristics, such as:  concern with social problems, belief in the possibility of effective government action to deal with these problems and the measures enacted during the period from 1900 to 1914 that were a direct result of Progressive political action.

11.  How did Woodrow Wilson and Theodore Roosevelt differ, in personality and in programs?

12.  Give some examples of America's imperialist policies in the period from the late 1800s to the outbreak of World War I.  Such as:  annexation of Hawaii, Spanish-American War, U.S. domination of Cuba and the Philippines, the means by which Panama obtained its independence and then gave the U.S. the right to construct a canal, U.S. policy toward Mexico during the Wilson Administration, etc.

13.  How did German submarine warfare force the U.S. into declaring war?

14.  What was the impact of the war on civil liberties in the U.S.? (See Foner, Chap. 8 and textbook, pp. 602-04)

15.  How did Wilson's concept of a peace settlement and the U.S. role in the world after World War I differ from that of Henry Cabot Lodge and the Republicans?

16.  What were some of the ways that business encouraged Americans to become big consumers during the 1920s?

17.  How did the three Republican presidents of the 1920s (Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover) differ in their approach to government and, in particular, their approach to the relationship of the government to business?

18.  Give some examples of the conflicts between rural and urban America during the 1920s:  Prohibition, immigration legislation, evolution theory, etc.

19.  In what areas did African-Americans gain prominence during the 1920s?  What was their impact on white American society?

20.  What are some of the commonly cited caused of the Great Depression?  (pp. 645-46)
