Western Civilization
Lecture I

The First Civilizations

I.  What is Western Civilization?


A.  It started in the "Middle East"



1.  First Cities



2.  Hebrew (Jewish) Religion


B.  It has spread all over the world

II.  Mesopotamia, from 3,500 B.C.E. 


A.  Irrigated agriculture


B.  Cities grow rapidly from 3,500 to 3,000 B.C.E.



1.  Uruk considered first city



2.  Walls have been excavated


C.  Social classes develop



1.  Religious (priests)



2.  Military/Administrative



3.  Workers/Artisans



4.  Peasants



5.  Slaves


D.  Change in Role of Women



1.  Take charge of domestic life



2.  Men become farmers/workers


E.  Invention of Writing



1.  Pictograms



2.  Sumerian Cuneiform


F.  Gods



1.  Towns grow up around temples



2.  Secularization slowly takes place

G.  Kings



1.Sargon, King of Akkad (2334-2279 B.C.E.)




a. Creates first multi-ethnic empire



   
 b.  Uses writing (cuneiform)


        2.  Hammurabi (1792-1750 B.C.E.)




a.  Promulgates Law Code




b.  Creates Old Babylonian Kingdom

III.   Hittite Empire


A.  Indo-European People



1.  Succeed in smelting iron



2.  Perfect horse-drawn chariot


B.  Dominate Middle East from 1400 to 1200 B.C.E.


C.  Defeated by Egyptian Ramses II at Kadesh




in 1286 B.C.E.

IV.  The Egyptians


A.  Nile Valley



1.  River floods on schedule each year



2.  Isolated from outside threats



3.  A static civilization


B.  Eras of Egyptian Civilization



1.  2686-2125 - Old Kingdom



2.  2055-1650 - Middle Kingdom



3.  1550-1085 - New Kingdom



4.  2500 years of stable civilization


C.  Divine Kingship



1.  King is incarnation of Sun:  considered




divine herdsman and people cattle



2.  Less warriors than administrators



3.  Capital at Memphis


D.  Women



1.  More involved in public life



2.  Had legal rights



3.  Not educated


E.  Pyramids



1.  Built during Old and Middle Kingdoms



2.  Used to house departed kings and servants



3.  Employs tens of thousands of peasants


F.  Collapse of Old Kingdom



1.  Pharaohs lose power to nobles



2.  Money flows out of royal treasury



3.  Feudal system develops

V.  Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom


A.  Middle Kingdom



1.  Semites and other foreigners provide labor



2.  Hyksos conquest


B.  New Kingdom



1.  Ahmose expels foreigners



2.  Expands boundaries of empire



3.  Empire expands into Canaan


C.  Amenhotep (becomes Akhenaten)



1.  Moved capital to Akhetaton



2.  Changed to worship of Aten


D.  King Tut (ankhamen), 1347-1337



1.  Moves capital to Thebes



2.  Restores worship of Amon-Re


E.  Egypt's Decline



1.  Ramses II defeats Hittites



2.  Internal strains weaken state



3.  Semitic kingdoms gain power

VI.  The Hebrews


A.  Nomadic, Semitic people



1.  Herders



2.  Live in tents outside cities



3.  Dislike town life (consider it sinful)


B.  Cultural and Religious Life



1.  Worship one principle god



2.  Women have little power


C.  Enslavement in Egypt



1.  Similar to other Semitic tribes



2.  Leave about 1,300 b.c.e. led by Moses



3.  Go to Sinai and then Canaan



4.  Moses considered "founder" of Hebrews



5.  Establishes rule of 10 commandments


D.  Establishment of Kingdom of Israel



1.  Saul and David (1000 to 962 b.c.e.) 




first kings



2.  Defeat Philistines, take control of Palestine



3.  Solomon (961-922 b.c.e.) Israel at peak


E.  Kingdom's Decline



1.  Assyrians conquer Israel (722 b.c.e.)



2.  Babylonians conquer Judah (586 b.c.e.)



3.  Babylonian captivity




a.  Lasted 50 years




b.  Persians liberated Jews, allowed them





to return to Judah


F.  Hebrew Religion



1.  Yahweh becomes sole God



2.  Judaism develops under Ezra and Nehemiah




(ca. 500 to 400 b.c.e.)



3.  Jewish orthodoxy calls for no intermarriage




with foreigners

VII.  Assyrians


A.  Created first, true, integrated empire


B.  Based on military might and use of terror


C.  Conquered in the name of Ashur


D.  King (Emperor) Tilgath-pilser deported



conquered peoples


E.  Subjects revolt, destroy Nineveh (612 b.c.e.)

VIII.  Babylonians and Persians


A.  Nebuchahnezzar II ruled Babylon at its peak


B.  539 b.c.c. Persians conquer Babylon

